Our Nursery Philosophy
At Kilbarchan Community Nursery, we believe childhood is a time of wonder, curiosity, and joy. We are committed to creating a
welcoming, inclusive, and nurturing environment where every child feels valued, respected, and safe. Our philosophy is shaped by
Scotland’s values of kindness, community, and a strong belief in children’s rights.

Children at the Centre
We recognise each child as a capable, confident learner with unique strengths, interests, and potential. We listen closely to children’s
voices—spoken, unspoken, and expressed through play—and use these to shape our environment, our planning, and our daily rhythms.

Learning Through Play
Play is how children make sense of the world. Through rich, meaningful, and child-led play experiences, we support the development of
creativity, problem-solving, resilience, and early skills for life and learning. Indoors and outdoors, we provide spaces that invite
exploration, challenge, and imagination.

Outdoor Learning and a Sense of Place
Scotland’s natural environment inspires our practice. We value outdoor learning in all seasons, helping children develop a sense of
connection to nature, their community, and the wider world. We encourage stewardship, curiosity about the environment, and a love of
learning that continues beyond our nursery walls.

Relationships and Community
Positive relationships sit at the heart of our nursery. We work in partnership with families, recognising them as the child’s first and most
important educators. Together, we build a warm, trusting community where everyone feels they belong. We celebrate diversity and
promote equality, ensuring every family feels welcome and seen.

Rights, Respect and Wellbeing
Our practice is rooted in the principles of Getting It Right for Every Child (GIRFEC) and the UNCRC. We champion children’s rights and
wellbeing in everything we do—supporting them to be safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active, respected, responsible, and included.

Learning for Life
We foster a culture of curiosity and continuous learning—not only for children, but for practitioners too. Through reflective practice and
professional development, our team strives to offer the highest quality early learning and childcare experience.




